concerned, or for medical reasons on the recommendation of a medical practitioner (s 12(8)). Contravention of s 12(8) is rendered a criminal offence by s 305(1)(a)).
Given a situation as controversial and complex as MC of minors for intended risk-reduction of HIV transmission, an attitude of caution is surely warranted. Medical programmes implemented without due ethical regard for the decision-making autonomy of boys and their parents run the risk of accumulating 'so much power, that they become immune to their own mistakes' . [6] If MC is something 'many men don't want' , we should listen to them and take seriously their perspectives. This could be attained via community engagement and community consultation initiatives. Simply bypassing them and pressing the procedure onto more vulnerable commodified 'targets' represents a 'missed opportunity' to learn from its intended beneficiaries.
More importantly, the missed opportunities to educate patients on matters of genital hygiene, safe sex and other HIV preventive measures are blatant in many HIV clinics in public hospitals where patients sit in waiting rooms for hours with minimal educational or motivational input from healthcare workers. High school education in SA is yet another missed opportunity, with life orientation classes often spending minimal time on education around sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV. Simply applying a biomedical fix to a complex multifactorial sociobehavioural medical crisis in the context of extreme poverty, marginalisation and disenfranchisement has not worked and will not work. 
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